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DAVAO 
The house under the patronage of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 
Davao on the island of Mindanao, Philippines, was established on 
28th June 1955 by the vice-province of Cebu, dependent on the Irish 
province. The first superior was Father John Scanlan. 

DAVENPORT 
When the Redemptorists of the St. Louis province wished to found 
a house in the State of Iowa, they approached the· Bishop of Daven­
port, who cordially invited them to come to his episcopal city. In 
this way the house under the patronage of St. Alphonsus was occu­
pied on 17th May 1908 with Father August Guendling as superior. 

DEBONGNIE Pierre Leon 
Was born in Tourcoing in the diocese of Lille on 9th March 1892. 
He took his vows as Redemptorist in St. Trond on 29th September 
1909 and was ordained priest in Beauplateau on 11th October 1914. 
He gained the degree of Doctor in Historical Sciences in Louvain 
and taught Church History in the studendate of the Belgian province. 
His wrhings were principally in the form of contributions to various 
learned periodicals. Father Debongnie died in Namur on 12th Oc­
tober 1963. 
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DECHAMPS Victor Auguste 
Was born in Melle in the diocese of Ghent on 6th December 1810. 
Ordained priest in Malines on 20th December 1834, he became a 
Redemptorist and took his vows in St. Trond on 13th June 1836. 
He was to the fore in the affairs of the Congregation about the 
middle of the century. He was consultor to Father Trapanese, Vicar 
General, from 1849 to 1850 and provincial in Belgium from 1851 
to 1854. He was consecrated Bishop of Namur on 25th September 
1865 and transferred to the archiepiscopal see of Malines on 20th 
December 186 7, in which office he played an influential role in the 
first Vatican Council. He was created cardinal on 15th March 1875 
and died in Maline~ on 2.3rd September 1883. Cardinal Dechamps 




